The Anatomy Lecture Theatre, Teviot Place — Full
Lesson Resource

Introduction

The Anatomy Lecture Theatre at the University of Edinburgh Medical School is a historic teaching
space designed for the study of human anatomy. This lesson explores its origins, architectural
features, and educational purpose, helping learners understand how medical teaching has evolved
over time.

Historical Context

Constructed in the late 19th century, the Anatomy Lecture Theatre formed part of the Old Medical
School at Teviot Place. During this period, Edinburgh was recognised internationally as a leading
centre for medical education. Anatomy teaching was central to training doctors, and purpose-built
theatres allowed large groups of students to observe dissections and demonstrations. These
spaces reflect both scientific progress and the formal nature of medical training in the Victorian era.

The Building

The lecture theatre is designed with steep, tiered seating arranged around a central demonstration
area. This layout ensured that all students had a clear view of the anatomical specimens or
dissections taking place. The materials and construction emphasise durability and function, while
also conveying a sense of importance and tradition.

Purpose and Use

The primary purpose of the Anatomy Lecture Theatre was to support anatomy teaching through live
demonstration. Lecturers would present dissections or anatomical specimens to large audiences,
explaining structures and functions in real time. This method allowed students to gain visual and
practical understanding, which was essential before the development of modern imaging
technologies and digital learning tools.

Architectural Features

The theatre reflects the design of classical anatomical theatres found across Europe. Key features
include: - Tiered seating to maximise visibility - A central focal point for demonstrations - A
semi-circular or circular layout to bring students closer to the subject - Strong vertical structure,
emphasising hierarchy and order The architecture balances practicality with symbolic importance,
highlighting the seriousness of medical study.

Modern Relevance



While anatomy teaching has evolved with the use of digital models, imaging, and simulation,
spaces like the Anatomy Lecture Theatre remain important. They provide historical insight into how
medicine was taught and continue to be used for teaching and events. They also help contextualise
the development of medical education and the importance of observation-based learning.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this lesson, learners should be able to: - Describe the historical significance of the
Anatomy Lecture Theatre - Explain how its design supports teaching and learning - Identify key
architectural features - Discuss how anatomy education has changed over time

Suggested Activities

1 Compare the Anatomy Lecture Theatre with modern teaching spaces such as simulation labs
or online platforms.

2 Discuss the advantages and limitations of learning anatomy through live dissection versus
digital tools.

3 Reflect on how the design of a learning space can influence student engagement and
understanding.



